Artists find inspiration
in desert’s life, intensity
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ut where nature is armed and
dangerous, El Paso artists Su-
san Davidoff and Rachelle
Thiewes like to go walking.

The rugged terrain and prickly flora of
the Chihuahuan Desert are the inspiration
for their joint show being presented
through June 15 by the Carrington Gallery
at the Finesilver Building.

“We've done a lot of hiking together and
there are similarities in our work, al-
though our styles are extremely differ-
ent,” says Thiewes, who teaches at the
University of Texas at El Paso. “The des-
" ertis very physical, you have to be very
’wam of what you're doing with your

body when you go walking there. If you
fall down, there are thorns and rocks that
can really hurt you. It’s a kind of walking
meditation. To us, it’s a form of perform-
ance art.”

Thiewes draws on the structure of des-
ert plants to create the designs for her
unique silver-and-slate jewelry. Her neck-
laces suggest giant mesquite thorns and
her bracelets reflect the forms of ferns
and cacti.

Using charcoal and oil, as well as orga-
nic materials such as juniper berries and
tree bark, Davidoff records the plant life
of the desert in a series of large, delicate
drawings influenced by Asian art.

As part of her mixed-media pieces,
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Susan Davidoff's ‘Canyon Walk, Grasses, Canna’ was inspired

by walks in the Chihuahuan Desert.







